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What is the Seed Planning and Registry 
(SPAR)?
SPAR is Web-based information management system that allows access 
to:

• The Provincial Registry of Forest Tree Seed
• A comprehensive seedling request system for meeting annual reforestation 

needs
• Seed planning tools (reports, data extracts and mapping tools)



The Provincial Registry of Forest Tree Seed

Output of a suitable seedlot search for Pli seed to be planted in the SBSmc2 







Sowing guidelines = set of calculations that 
convert the number of seedlings requested 
by forest professionals to the quantity of 
seed that needs to be removed from long-
term freezer storage for a seedling request



What’s going on with the difference between 
seedlings requested and calculated?

The answer is: Gram 
reductions!!!
• Done by the nursery, the licensee or 

specified in Ministry sowing contracts
• In the nursery gram adjustment screen, 

nurseries can reduce grams using 
individual request keys, or pull up all 
requests being grown at their nursery






Over the last 5 years, nearly 200 million 
seedlings worth of seed has been saved

This equals an average of 40 million per 
sowing year!!

Quantifying Seed Savings



Saving seed continued

• Selecting the appropriate 
seedlot to meet 
management objectives 
saves valuable seed

• Resistant seedlots are in 
high demand

• Selecting resistant seedlots 
appropriately helps those 
that really need it, get it 

https://thebeczone.ca/shiny/bybecmap/



Seedlot Selection Tool 

Procurement Areas



Seedlot Selection Tool 

Deployment Areas



Forecasting Seed Need

• goal was to estimate the 
number of seedlings by species 
required in the province over the 
next 30 years



Forecasting Seed Need Results







Summary of what we’ve reviewed:

• the uses and data available in SPAR
• Saving seed in SPAR
• the Seedlot Selection Tool 
• Seed Orchard Dashboard
• Seed Supply and Demand Dashboard 



Questions?
Sabina.Donnelly@gov.bc.ca
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